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Notification of the First Office Action 



1. 12 The applicant requested examination as to substance on Jun. 9, 1995 and examination has been carried 
out on the above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law of the 
People's Republic of China(hereinafter referred to as "the Patent Law"). 
□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 35(2) 
of the Patent Law. 



2. [3 The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in JP on Jun. 9, 1994 filed in JP 

filed in on ' , filed in 

filed in on , filed in 



on 
on 
on 



May 30, 1995 



^ The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 

application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have been made 
under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

□ The application is a PCT continuation. 



3. □ The applicant submitted amendments to the application on 

the amended submitted on 

the amended 



submitted on 



and on 
_and 
are not acceptable, 



, wherein 



because said amendments do not comply with □Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□Rule 5 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
The specific reasons why the amendments are not allowable are set forth in the text portion of this 
Notification. 



4. 13 Examination as to substance was directed to the initial application documents as filed. 
□ Examination as to substance was directed to the documents as specified below: 

claims , pages of the description and drawings filed on the date of filing, 

claims , pages of the description and drawings submitted on 

claims , pages of the description and drawings submitted on 

and the abstract submitted on , 



□ This Notification is issued without search reports. 
^ This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 



El Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action(the reference number(s) will be 
used throughout the examination procedure): . . ^ k) " 
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No. 


Number(s) or Title(s) of Reference(s) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing date of conflicting application) 


1 


WO88/01098 


Date: H Month: 02Year: 1988 


2 


EP0451362 


Date: 16 Month: lOYear: 1991 


3 




Date: Month: _Year: 


4 




Date: Month: Year: 
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Date: Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 

□ On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 1 8 of the Implementing Regulations. 
S On the Claims: 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 paragraph 

1 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent 

Law. 

ED Claim(s) 1.2.3.4.7.8 does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 4 

of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

□ The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and make 
amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion of the 
Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit sufficient 
reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

□ 

The followings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4_months 
counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the time limit is not 
met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent 
Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in conformity 
with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed over to 
the "Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to the Reception 
Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the Patent 
Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 2 pages and the following attachments: 
H 2 cited reference(s), totaling 13 pages. □ 

Examination Dept. 3 Examiner: Seal of the Examination Department 
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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE AC 
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In claim 1, the expression " a side of said outer frame that is positioned across 
an imaginary extension of said flat-plate spacer in the longitudinal direction 
thereof " is not clear. According to the description, the examiner considers that 
it means a side of said outer frame that is perpendicular to the extending 
direction of the longitudinal axis of said flat-plate spacer parallel to said face 
plate and said rear plate. Thereby, the comments are set forth as follows. 

1 . Claim 1 does not possess inventiveness, and does not meet the requirements of 
Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law. Reference 1 disclosed a display panel 
which includes a face plate 12, a backing plate 13, and spacers 27 provided 
between the face plate 12 and the backing plate 13 to function to resist the 
pressure caused by vacuum on the face plate 12 and the backing plate 13, 
wherein fluorescent material is formed on the face plate 12, the backing plate 13 
is provided with cathodes consisting of field emitters ( see page 5 line 7-17, 
page 7 line 30-32, page 8 line 25-34, Fig. 1-3 ) . Although reference 1 does not 
definitely mention the outer frame surrounding the periphery of the backing plate 
and the face plate, the technicians in this field will understand that such display 
panel necessarily has said outer frame, which is, for instance in Fig 2 of reference 
1, the portion on the upper side of face plate 12, parallel to the spacers 27, and 
perpendicular to the main part of the face plate 12. Therefore, comparing claim 1 
with reference 1, the difference thereof is only the feature relating to the vent 
tube. However, reference 2 disclosed a plasma display panel, which similarly has 
a vacuum enclosure consisting of a back member 1, a front member 3, and a 
deposit of glass 6 provided around the back and front members 1 and 3, wherein 
a plurality of insulating partitions 5 are provided on the front panel 3, a glass 
tube 7 is connected to a gas port 2 and provided at a corner of the back member 1, 
and therefore adjacent to one side of the rectangular glass frame 6 perpendicular 
to the extending direction of the insulating partitions 5, for introducing gas into 
the enclosure or discharging it therefrom. Reference 2 has also cue that the gas 
port 2 can also be arranged on the front member ( see column 1, lines 12-35, 
column 8, line 47- column 9, line 9 of the description and figures 1-3 ) 
References 1 and 2 both relate to display panels, the construction of the 
enclosures thereof are substantively the same, both are vacuum enclosures, and 
therefore both need the vacuuming process during manufacture, and both have 
partitions therein ( 27 and 5 ) . Therefore, it is obvious to those skilled in the art 
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to obtain the technical solution sought to be protected in claim 1 on the basis of 
reference 1 in association with reference 2, i.e., arrange on the back member 13 
of reference 1 a gas tube as the glass tube 7 on the back member 1 of reference 2. 
And such association does not produce any unexpected technical effects. 
Therefore, claim 1 does not possess prominent substantive features and present 
no notable progress, accordingly does not possess inventiveness. 

In addition, in case the frame is high enough, the function of arranging the gas 
tube on the frame will be the same as that of arranging the gas tube on the back 
member, with the effect of discharging gas being substantially the same. 
Therefore, it is also obvious to those skilled in the art to choose to arrange the 
gas tube on the frame on the basis of references 1 and 2 in practice. Therefore, 
even if the applicant only retains the solution of arranging the gas tube on the 
frame, it is useless to the inventiveness of this application. 

2. As mentioned above, there are a plurality of partitions ( 27 and 5 ) in 
references 1 and 2. Also, references 1 and 2 have disclosed the arranging of a 
plurality of gas tubes 2, such as the solution of arranging four gas tubes in 
adjacency to the four corners of the display panel ( the frame 6 of this display 
panel is rectangular as shown in figure 1 ) . Thus it can be seen that all the 
additional features of claims 2,3 and 4 have been disclosed in references 1 and 2. 
Therefore, claims 2,3 and 4 also do not possess inventiveness. 

3. On the basis of references 1 and 2, to substitute the field emission type 
electron-emitting devices of reference 1 with surface conduction electron- 
emitting devices is only an equivalent substitution using prior devices having the 
same function, and does not bring any unexpected effect. Therefore, claim 7 also 
does not possess inventiveness. 

4. Claim 8 is a method claim corresponding to claim 1. So for the same reasons 
as in Item 1 of this Action, claim 8 does not possess inventiveness. 

5. The applicant should combine the present claims 1, 4 and 5 to draft a new 
independent claim, and note to avoid the unclear expression in the present claim 
1 It is suggested to amend claim 6 as a dependent claim of the new independent 
claim. 

6. After amending the claims according to the above comments, the applicant 
should correspondingly amend the title, technical field, invention objects, and 
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summary portions, so as to meet the requirements of Rule 18.1(1),(2),(4),(5) of 
the Implementing Regulations. 

Owing to the above reasons, this application cannot be patented according to the 
present version. If the applicant amends the application documents according to 
the comments set forth in this Action so as to overcome the existing defects, the 
examination will be expedited. Otherwise, this application will be finally rejected. 
The applicant should note that the amendments to the application documents 
should meet the requirements of Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law, i.e., may 
not go beyond the scope of disclosure contained in the initial description and 
claims. 
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COMMENT OF ATTORNEY 



As seen in the Action, 

The technical features of claims 1-4,7 and 8 are all disclosed in references 1 and 
2. It is suggested by the examiner to draft a new independent claim on the basis 
of claims 1, 4 and 5, and amend claim 6 as a dependent claim of the new 
independent claim. 



The uSKftafii : Rules and Articles are cited in the Attachment. 
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Article 22. Any invention or utility model for which patent right may be 
granted must possess novelty, inventiveness and practical applicability. 

Novelty means that, before the date of filing, no identical invention or 
utility model has been publicly disclosed in publications in the country or abroad 
or has been publicly used or made known to the public by any other means in the 
country, nor has any other person filed previously with the Patent Office an 
application which described the identical invention or utility model and was 
published after the said date of filing. 

Inventiveness means that, as compared with the technology existing before 
the date of filing the invention has prominent substantive features and represents 
a notable progress and that the utility model has substantive features and 
represents progress. 

Practical applicability means that the invention or utility model can be 
made or used and can produce effective results. 

Article 33. An applicant may amend his or its application for a patent, 
but the amendment to the application for a patent for invention or utility model 
may not go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the initial description 
and claims, and the amendment to the application for a patent for design may not 
go beyond the scope of the disclosure as shown in the initial drawings or 
photographs. 



i 




ftPJgtli^: 100037 


3101 




* if 


: 95107379.6 §Pn^il^^^M: 3-D 




^ I A 




* it A 









1. Ed ftifAT 1995 *g 6 J3 9 H affijafefrTftzft, 35 *$ 1 *«flx*±i££i!l!^jfi|$ 



2. 



*»A5S#!Jl3tt:: 

JP 
JP 



t*ISII!l*i(IB 



1994 *E 6 9 B ^ffijfefe B , 

1995 if- 5 Jl 30 B %VLft& B , 

*flt5fcfe B , 

2>{ft5fcft B , 



[X] *»AB»iSXT«Ji*T»IBSffitt^iEMtt*-»ct6tiitt?t5fe*fllX#Wffl*. 

□ *«A«*«xta**i»issatt*'iEMW»-»aaiwffi5fe*T»it#wM*, 4g£^*j&g 30 ^WM^a* 

3-D *i#AT *F_^_BW ^_J3_B«£7fc&:£#. 

^—^ _ B * Hg&gg : 

— ^_^_Bti$&!]fe^jg*m m^w. mmm m-. 



5. □ *ato^ft«*a4rtt*(Kil«KT^aW. 

E3 *a»4S5ifflTJiExttkAitt(»tt^ft4-jgw*fiasi'at9f»ffl) , 



0®*^: 100088 ^b^fla^^|x|un^B±»6-^ ffl^^ni^^^iM^si^iBt 
2201 "- 1 /Lfc&^jEfl+AWf&a^jwiffifcawj) 




+ 



X # * ft € ft 



i 



W088/01098 



88^2^110 



2 



EP0451362 



91^10^/60 



3 



* 8 B 



4 



6. *SM£iftttJfcj& s 

□ vtwttn&sm&k 26 &g 3 

IE! ^TftfilB*^, 

□ — T-n^mmwm 2 &m 1 syH^nwE*. 

m teaig*i, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8^-B.^^ai^g 22 &m 3 ftajewfiijittt. 

□ ^F^^MaBHum 20 23 

□ «*ib* 7&£-$jtinRi£ 12 1 fcw*s£. 



8. ftifA&ft&TiEiglig : 

(1) fi«^«Hi*37*i»a^, *i»ASttiRa*ia»4J2:Bje<Ki_a_>h^rt»aajii, $nn^i*A 

(2) *»AWK*»w«tafiw-g-^¥jft»33jit(Kia^, K*icjs»-&*fi»m 

9. #afci ; &:E:fc»$)'#*2E, ^w^Tawft: 
□ 



□ 



ftii^i 95107379.6 £w%®: mn.#j&aiixiLxmm.-*& 

tt l y A v JF7-#fIi7T^, i^M^SAWtifte 12. 13, flUgg^mpte 12 
*P/5fe 13 ^fB]^JKirL**Sit^WSfiiPffi®^ 12 ffife®. 13 ±ttffi;btfUS&<j£ 

-Mife 27, mu 12 ±^w^t1&«» ^ts 13 ±.^mm%&%swfoj&mnwL 

(% 5 35 7-17 fr, H 7 M 30-32 fir, 25-34 ^j, ffl 1-3). ^tWk^C 

ffl2 i2±«-^|«27TOrrD J 5®« 12 W±#£SW§P^. Slit, fefij 

l ^tb;fc# l *ifcfc, ;g#J<X£^fe*!Jg# i tf^fW^. M 

*fitt# 2 Ajfj-wmmTftM^®., &m&fcm&M s m&j5tiL l. mm 3 
wgs^is 1 3 jwiii^^^ 6 m&tfyK&ftft, g^i&mmu 5 

T£g«fe3±, 7^P2ffll, ftisi 1 W-ft. SiToffifi^ 

^ftfttB^tt. *ftt£# 2 CT^oTlM^P 2 ^g»fe± (SI 1-3, ffiHJ 
^Jg 1 £ 12-35 If, f 8g 47 ff-Sfl 9^9 tx). >tt t£;fc# 1 W 2 

swum, XRthTttimmm^mu (27^5), m^m^xw 1 wsbh±^ 

-&m&XWr 2, BP£*ttb;£# 1 fajsfe 13 ±^miuMltXi ! ¥ 2 tpjmlfo 1 ±M 




1 




95107379.6 m*j&mxR*m&xii: 

2.im±ffi&, &tt\fcjCft\ffl2<$mU (27 IP 5) tP#£^, fc*m&X 
# 2 SS&tf TTftS^flMtP 2, fc|$n£Mia*R (i^M^fti&fl 6 £nffl 1 #f 

2, 3, 4 WP»JjnS*^«E*&Bte5M-tfc^t# 1 IP 2 £JF, illfcWJg^ 2. 3. 4 

Mmsfrwjg* i + 6<j±^«3io -efc^frftsfca. 

fltl (~X (H), (£) 

^*iJ&Jg 33 &W#E5£, ^f#®*J^i^BJ4S^PWJS*4?iB®^]#:fflo 

^S^: 3101 
1999.9 



2 



